1st Steyr Plastics Symposium 14-16 April 2026

Steyr Summit
Where is plastics technology heading?

We are linked to our school partners, IES Fernando Il in Martos (Andalusia) and BSZ
Wasserburg (Bavaria), through the vocational training programmes in metalworking
and plastics technology (BSZ Wasserburg also offers automotive technology). Through
international exchange, we strive to further our professional and pedagogical education
and development together.

For this reason, we invited both schools to a plastics symposium entitled “Steyr
Summit: Where is plastics technology heading?” at the Steyr 1 vocational school. Due
to the international participation, the entire event was held in English.

The technical part of the event kicked off on Tuesday, 14 April. After a joint lunch at
the Steyr vocational school, the German and Spanish groups of students, teachers and
headteachers from all three schools, four Spanish experts and the Austrian Plastics
Guild Master Frank Bohler visited the EREMA company in Ansfelden. EREMA is a
leading manufacturer of recycling plants with a global market presence. Following an
entertaining and informative presentation on recycling, its challenges and solutions, we
were given a guided tour of the premises in groups.

In the evening — back in Steyr — the Spanish and Bavarian students, together with four
apprentices from BS Steyr 1, concluded the first day of the symposium with a joint
dinner at the Texmex restaurant on the town square. At the same time, teachers and
headteachers from the three schools, the Spanish experts and the master of the
plastics guild met for a guided tour of the town. We were also delighted that our
colleagues from HLW-Steyr, Monika Hirtenlehner and Jirgen Hoérndler, were part of
the group. Our colleague Martha Riel} first guided us up the Steyr City Tower and then
through the old town of Steyr. As well as being a teacher, Martha is also a qualified
and enthusiastic city guide, and she shared her wealth of knowledge about the history
and development of the city of Steyr with us in an entertaining way. The day concluded
with dinner at the La Galeri restaurant. The day drew to a close with dinner at La
Galeria restaurant, where everyone felt very much at ease and had the chance to chat
and catch up.

The main event, on Wednesday 15 April 2026, brought many more guests to our
school: We were delighted that so many representatives from numerous training
companies and their apprentices were able to attend: Thank you to BZ Lenzing, E.L.T.,
Geberit, KeKelit, Mubea Carbo Tech, Rejlek Vienna, Rico Elastomere, Teufelberger,
Trodat, etc. Our symposium was also enriched by the presence of the Deputy Mayor
of the City of Steyr, Anna-Maria Demmelmayr, Ms Gerlinde Danner-Puhringer from the
Upper Austrian Education Authority, and Ms Erika Lottmann, Chair of the Upper
Austrian Plastics Guild.

The symposium day began with a morning tour of the school, focusing on workshop
and laboratory lessons. Mr Harald Ebenhofer, Mr Wilhelm Steinkellner and Mr
Alexander Aberl guided our visitors around the premises.



Afterwards, all symposium participants gathered in the festively decorated lecture room
A208, where Director Ebenhofer welcomed the guests and opened the symposium.
The first speaker, Gerlinde Danner-Plhringer, pleaded for the importance of
ERASMUS+ in dual vocational training, highlighting its potential in vocational
education and urging everyone to make the most of these opportunities.

The headteachers of the three schools — Harald Ebenhofer from our BS Steyr 1,
Manuel Caballero from IES Fernando Ill and Gerhard Zimmermann from BSZ
Wasserburg — then gave presentations on their respective schools and the specific
characteristics of dual vocational training in their countries. All three headteachers
expressed their delight at the international collaboration with the other two schools.
Our symposium also marked the launch of the partnership and future cooperation
between BSZ Wasserburg and IES Fernando Ill.

The next item on the agenda saw seven Austrian and five Spanish apprentices present
our Erasmus project from November 2025 in Martos. The seven Austrian students had
attended the vocational school during the first term and had travelled to the symposium
specifically with their trainers. Together, they presented the cultural activities, but
above all the plastics recycling project in the workshop at IES Fernando Il

Frank Bohler, Austrian Federal Plastics Guild Master and head of the company
Tecnoplast in Hochst, has extensive experience in plastics processing as well as in the
field of apprenticeship training and final apprenticeship examinations. In his speech on
the requirements for modern vocational training in the plastics sector, he identified
sustainability, digitalisation and new technologies as key factors. Recycling,
automation and innovative materials should be incorporated into training programmes.
To counteract the shortage of skilled workers, which is further increased by
demographic change, the plastics branch is focusing on further training, the
recruitment of international skilled workers and technological innovation. In this
context, Frank Bohler emphasised the importance of continuous dialogue between
education and industry.

Following an excellent lunch in the dining hall of the vocational boarding school (thanks
to André Ahrer and the kitchen team), the programme continued with an online
presentation by university professor Cristina Martin Dofate, who unfortunately had to
cancel her trip to Steyr due to a broken arm. She reported on research in plastics
engineering at the University of Jaén, where special cooling coils have been developed
using 3D printing to optimise the cooling process in injection moulding. Another project
involves the development of new designs and structures in additive manufacturing to
save material and further reduce weight in plastic parts.

Ariadna Barea Cobo then presented the Andalusian Plastics Cluster, which she
manages. The aim of plastics companies working together in a cluster is to better tackle
the challenges facing the plastics industry — such as the need for a circular economy
and improved recycling, coping with regulatory pressure from the EU and the shortage
of skilled workers, rapid technological change and the negative image of plastics.
These difficulties are to be overcome collectively through technology centres and
improved training for skilled workers. She emphasised that plastics is not the problem:
The real issues are poor usage and inadequate waste management — and that the
future of plastics is being shaped not only in factories, but also in classrooms.



The research company Profactor in Steyr is involved in a wide variety of technical
research projects in the fields of industrial automation and additive micro- and nano-
manufacturing. Spanish scientist Dr Elena Guillén presented some of her latest
projects to us: the additive manufacturing of realistic heart muscle cells to better test
the effects of drugs, as well as 3D printing of artificial skin for wound therapy and inkjet
3D printing of personalised implants, such as artificial knees, which can absorb organic
cells and are designed to promote the self-healing process.

To conclude, Markus Kralicek from Borouge International Group (formerly Borealis
Polyolefins) outlined the challenges involved in the recycling of polypropylene — the
plastics which is most widely used in automotive manufacturing in a wide variety of
forms, and which therefore needs to contribute the most to meeting the EU’s mandated
recycling targets for the automotive sector. The main difficulty lies in the recovery of
post-consumer plastic waste due to the presence of different colours, adhesives,
contamination and odours. Modern sorting, cleaning and compounding techniques are
required to produce regranulate that meets the high standards. In future, at least 15%
of the plastics used in vehicles are to be made from post-consumer plastics.

Following the presentations, our top chef André Ahrer served us a fantastic buffet,
which rounded off the event and encouraged lively discussion among the participants.
For a further two hours, they discussed various technical issues and even began
planning further joint activities.

Whilst the day’s guests eventually took their leave, for the rest of our guests the
evening drew to a close at the traditional Steyr inn, the Schwechaterhof.

The aim of the event was professional development in the plastics sector, as well as
technical and educational exchange. Not only were these objectives achieved to
everyone’s satisfaction at our plastics symposium, but also contacts were made,
promising joint projects were planned and new friendships were forged.

We are grateful that we were able to fund this plastics symposium through ERASMUS+
funding, thereby making our contribution to the European ideal: cooperation and joint
development in European vocational education and training, exchange and mutual
understanding, and thus a contribution to peace within Europe.



