
1st Steyr Plastics Symposium: 14–16 April 2026 
Steyr Summit – Where is plastics technology headed?  
 
We are linked to our partner schools, IES Fernando III (Martos, Spain) and BSZ Wasserburg 
(Germany), through our vocational training programmes in metalworking and plastics 
technology (BSZ Wasserburg also offers automotive technology). For this reason, we 
organised a joint international plastics symposium at Steyr 1 Vocational School. The aim 
was to facilitate professional and educational exchange in the field of plastics technology. 
Due to the international participation, the event was held in English.  
 
We were visited by the headteachers of both partner schools, Manuel Caballero and 
Gerhart Zimmermann, along with several teachers and students; also present from the 
outset were Frank Böhler, Federal Master of the Plastics Guild, and Ariadna Barea Cobo, 
Director of the Andalusian Plastics Cluster. 
 
The technical programme kicked off on 14 April with a visit to EREMA in Ansfelden, a 
world-leading manufacturer of recycling plants. Through an interesting technical 
presentation and a factory tour, all participants gained insights into modern recycling 
technologies. The evening focused on exchange and networking – both during a joint 
dinner for the students at the Texmex restaurant, whilst the other guests were given a 
guided tour of the city of Steyr by Martha Rieß and rounded off the evening with a dinner 
at the La Galeria restaurant in Steyr. 
 
On the main day, 15 April, we were delighted to welcome numerous guests from the 
worlds of business and education, including representatives from many training 
companies, as well as Steyr’s Deputy Mayor Anna-Maria Demmelmayr, Gerlinde Danner-
Pühringer from the Upper Austrian Education Authority, and Erika Lottmann, Chair of the 
Upper Austrian Plastics Guild. 
 
Following a tour of the school led by Director Harald Ebenhofer, Deputy Director Wilhelm 
Steinkellner and Alexander Aberl, Harald Ebenhofer opened the symposium. Gerlinde 
Danner-Pühringer emphasised the importance of ERASMUS+ for vocational education. 
Principals Harald Ebenhofer, Manuel Caballero and Gerhard Zimmermann presented 
their schools and the specific features of their respective vocational training 
programmes, highlighting the value of collaboration between all three schools. 
 
This was followed by a presentation of the Erasmus project in November 2025 by Austrian 
and Spanish apprentices, with a focus on plastics recycling. In his speech, Federal Guild 
Master Frank Böhler emphasised that modern vocational training in the plastics sector 
must focus above all on sustainability, digitalisation and new technologies. Recycling, 
automation and innovative materials should be integrated more closely. To address the 
shortage of skilled workers, the industry is focusing on further training, international 
skilled workers and close collaboration between education and industry. 
 
After the lunch break, Cristina Martín Doñate gave an online presentation providing an 
insight into the research being carried out at the University of Jaén in the field of plastics 
engineering: process optimisation in injection moulding and the development of 
innovative structures using 3D printing.  



 
Ariadna Barea Cobo presented the Andalusian plastics cluster and emphasised the 
importance of forming technology centres and collaborating on the training of skilled 
workers.  
 
The Steyrer Stadtgut is home to the research company Profactor, which works on projects 
relating to industrial automation and additive micro- and nano-manufacturing. Dr Elena 
Guillén presented, among other things, the production of realistic heart muscle cells, 3D-
printed skin for wound therapy and personalised implants designed to promote the self-
healing process. 
 
To conclude, Markus Kralicek presented the challenges of recycling polypropylene in the 
automotive industry. Post-consumer plastics is particularly problematic due to paints, 
adhesives and contaminants, which is why modern processing methods are required. The 
aim is to produce at least 15% of vehicle plastics from post-consumer plastics in future. 
 
In addition to the technical content, the symposium offered numerous opportunities for 
discussion, complemented by the culinary delights provided by our head chef André 
Ahrer. 
 
The symposium concluded with a convivial gathering at the Schwechaterhof. 
 
Our plastics symposium was more than just a professional exchange and training event: 
it brought people together, turned ideas into projects, and deepened and forged 
friendships. Thanks to ERASMUS+, we were able not only to share knowledge but also to 
strengthen the European spirit. 


