ERASMUS+ Students go Steyr

IES Fernando lll and BSZ Wasserburg at BS Steyr

On Monday, 13 April 2026, our school welcomed a group of students from IES Fernando
lll in Martos, accompanied by their teachers Fuensanta Quero and Ruben Pulido. The
seven Spanish students are undergoing training in plastics technology under the dual
vocational training system.

The group had already travelled to Vienna the previous Saturday to see the beautiful sights
of the Austrian capital. On Sunday, Alexander Aberl accompanied the group on a tour of
Vienna’s city centre.

In Steyr, the focus was on joint activities involving apprentices from both schools. This
gave participants in the upcoming Spain week in June the chance to get to know their
Spanish colleagues straight away. After a tour of the school, they set off together on the
first afternoon, accompanied by Alexander Aberl and Beate van Duyvenbode, to climb
Steyr’s local hill, the Damberg. After some initially mixed weather, all the hikers were able
to enjoy the beautiful, sweeping views and the wonderful landscape around Steyr. On the
second day (Tuesday, 14 April 2026), a plastics project in the workshop was on the
agenda. Under the guidance of colleague Artem Taran, the Spanish apprentices produced
smallworkpieces, learning skills such as plastic welding, cutting, gluing and drilling. After
lunch, the group took part in the program of the 1st Steyr Plastics Symposium, which
began with a typical Austrian lunch at the Steyr Vocational School.

The group also included ten trainees from BSZ Wasserburg, our German Erasmus partner
school, and four teachers — Martin Wiedmann, Christoph Rdschlein, Max von Sommoggy
and headteacher Gerhard Zimmermann. Also in attendance were the headteacher of IES
Fernando lll, Manuel Caballero, the Spanish subject teacher Javier Gallardo, the director
of the Andalusian Plastics Cluster, Ariadna Barea Cobo, and the Federal Master of the
Plastics Guild, Frank Bohler.

The event kicked off with a visit to EREMA, a world-leading manufacturer of plastics
recycling plants. The groups of students from Spain and Germany, together with some of
our apprentices, rounded off the day with a dinner at the Texmex restaurant in Steyr.

Wednesday, 15 April 2026 —the main day of the symposium, featuring presentations and
lectures — saw many guests from Austrian training companies, businesses and
organisations visit the vocational school. Both the Spanish and German groups of
students were able to play an active partin the proceedings.

Whilst we said goodbye to the guests from Wasserburg on Thursday morning, the program
continued for the Spanish apprentices and their teachers: later that morning,
accompanied by Alexander Aberl and Beate van Duyvenbode, we set off for Linz, where
we explored the city and also visited the Ars Electronica, which was a real highlight for
both students and teachers. A fantastic finale for our Spanish guests.



On Friday, the group travelled back to Spain — except for two apprentices who will be
spending another two weeks at our school: David Lopez and David Fuentes, whom we
already know from our previous exchanges to Martos.

IES Fernando lll at Gymnasium Werndlpark and
Colegio San Antonio at HLW Steyr

We are delighted that, at the same time, a group of students from IES Fernando Il also
visited Werndlpark Grammar School. The dedicated teachers Katharina Mitter and
Katharina Hartl, together with their Spanish colleagues Maria José Guerrero and David
Perez, organised an exciting Erasmus Olympiad.

Particular mention should be made of the newly established partnership between Colegio
San Antonio de Padua in Martos and HLW Steyr. Teachers Monika Hirtenlehner and Jurgen
Horndler, together with their Spanish colleague José Luis Gomez, were able to put
together a fantastic program for the Erasmus exchange week in Steyr in a very short space
of time and arrange for the ten Spanish students from Colegio San Antonio to stay with
the families of Austrian HLW students. New friendships were formed, and a return visit by
HLW Steyr to Martos is planned for the autumn.

We are proud to have initiated both school partnerships, thereby opening up new
opportunities for collaboration. What makes this particularly rewarding is not only the link
between the Austrian and Spanish schools, but also the exchange between the schools
in Steyr.

ERASMUS+

The realisation of such European projects is supported by ERASMUS+ - this not only
promotes the professional, cultural and personal development of each individual
participant, but also fosters understanding, solidarity and thus peace within Europe.



